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THE SELFIEISSUF Ol 


When you hear the word SELFIE you probably think of Instagram and 
your own self documentation. Or maybe you think of Ellen at the Oscars, 
the Kardashian empire, or how this short, powerful word didn’t even exist 
a few years back. Some may think of the SELFIE as superficial or 
annoying, but for our community it is an essential documentation of our 
existence. We've titled this 15th issue of Original Plumbing ‘the SELFIE 
issue’ not because it is filled with selfies (although you will find quite a 
few), but also because it represents an utter celebration of SELF. 


In this issue we celebrate artists who have inspired us with their self 
Portraiture, we'll chat with Mr. Transman East and West, we'll hear some 
of the secrets behind your favorite seifies, dish about the UNSELFIE 
movement, and honor thy self-reflection. Hey, a little naval gazing never 
hurt anyone... right? 


Amos Mac @amosmac 
Rocco Kayiatos Groccokatastrophe 


originalplumbing.com 

@opmag 
facebook.com/originalplumbing 
@originalplumbing 


originalplumbing.tumblir.com 
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Show Me The Selfie! 


We had a massive open call begging for 
SELFIES last month and received over 
1,000 submissions! We wanted to see what 
you had and - hot damn - you sure showed 
us! In this issue, you'll run into a few more 
pages like this one. See any familiar faces? 


Keep your selfies coming by tagging 
#originalpumbing on Instagram for 

your pic to automatically appear on 

originalplumbing.com. 


SELFIE EXPLANATION 


MY FAVORITE SELFIE AND WHY 


Here at @originalplumbing we're known to prowl through 
certain Instagram hashtags. For the Selfie issue, it was only 
fitting that we reached out to a few people in our feed to 
find out more about their experiences around self-reflection 
and the secrets behind their favorite selfies. 
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DUCE THIS SELFIE BECAUSE IT NIKRORS 

TRE NAM HAVE ALWAYS DREAMT OF LOOKING 
WKE. 17'S NOT qust THE MASCULINE 
FEATURES OR FACIAL HANG, IT'S THE FACT 
TAAT 1 FINALLY Look HAPPY. 


—CPNPEN 
@MG_CARTFERER 


THIS PAST SUMMER, | RETURNED TO CAMP OUT AT 
A FRIENDS IN VERMONT AND WRAP UP SOME PARTS 
OF MY LIFE THAT NEEDED A TANGIBLE ENDING 
AND BEGINNING, AS | AWOKE EARLY THE 
FOLLOWING MORNING AND CLIMBED RECKLESSLY 
DOWN INTO THE ROCKY RIVER BED, | FELT 

READY TO LET GO OF THE THINGS |! COULD NOT 
CONTROL. WHAT | LOVE MOST ABOUT THIS PICTURE 
OF ME IS THAT | TOOK IT IN HOPES OF CATCHING 
THAT FEELING ON MY FACE. IM NOT SURE IF | 
DID BUT | CAN REASSURE YOU THAT WHEN | SEE 
THIS, | SMELL CAMPFIRE, | TASTE SPRING WATER, 

1 RECALL TRUE FRIENDSHIP, | REMEMBER FEELING 
HOME. 


—SKYLAR 
@SKYLARKERGIL 
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REPRESENT 


Culture makers and game changers, in their own words. 


Magazine 


Japanese magazine Laph was founded in 2010. Informa- 
tion on gender transition is now easily accessible (such as 
on the internet), but what is often unseen is the reality of 
our everyday lives. Therefore, instead of dealing with 
medical issues, Laph focuses on the ordinary, everyday 
lives of FTM people in Japan, such as fashion, relation- 
ships, cars, and living spaces through photographs. 
Through Laph | want to say, “It’s alright, you are not alone.” 
—Sunao Akito, Editor 


Conference 


FTM Fitness Conference started when over a period of a few months 
we received a lot of e-mails asking us if we knew of any bodybuilding 
competition that allowed trans men te compete. We began to think, 

“Why not create our own?” Even though it’s possible to compete stealth, 
as a community that is continuously overlooked by society it’s impor- 
tant for us to become more visible in different areas so that we can 
educate the world about us. We learned that lesson with the discrimina- 
tion case of Chloie Jénsson from the Crossfit Games and we're hoping 
to bring more visibility to trans athletes. -FTM Fitness World 


ttmfitnessconference.com laph-ftm.com 
Photo: Tabia 
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Television Title Holder 


When I started Transparent | knew that trans people experienced dispropor- | entered the Mr. Gay Philadelphia competition because | thought it would be fun and | 
tionate amounts of employment discrimination, but | hadn't quite realized the wanted to push myself to do something I've never done before. Being the only trans 
Magnitude. We set out to depict this story as authentically as possible, but man, | was a bit nervous, but also very proud. | had zero idea it was going to blow up 
also to create jobs. Through our Transfirmitive Action Program we've created like it di 
the most trans inclusive production in history — season one had a number 
i i lity (in xt) is a powerful 
trans actors who are now SAG eligible and we hired tran people in as many Ihave saneesen countless situations where ee 'y (in the pate context) is a powerful 
i ; tool for social change. | love that I'm able to contribute to opening peoples eyes, and 
departments as possible. We recognize there we're imperfect, but we're full he fact that tr ‘ist; and Il Cliffe it fi 
i Y ‘Sm + re al ferent one 
committed to the long game. —vill Soloway, Producer and Director nopegty heen te ace ust tele ier ends an We areal <i rom 
another. I've never been someone who fits into any one group and | have embraced my 
amazon.com/transparent individuality. In fact, | thrive on it. It is my hope to inspire others to embrace theirs. 
@transparent_tv | truly believe that's what makes us all so beautiful. 
Photo: Emily Shur -Lou Culler, the reining 2014 Mr. Gay Philadelphia 
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Gizelle Lam photographed by 
Trytten for the 2015 calendar. 


llustration by Matisse 
Verheyden 
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Community 


The Trans* Calendar Project is a collective of artists and 
activists who identify under the trans* umbrella. Our 
mission is to create an annual calendar as a way to make 
visible a diversity of marginalized people who lack 
representation in the media. This is important for trans 
People because it gives us control over how we are 
represented, and gives us the positive role models we are 
lacking, It is important for non-trans people because it 
ralses awareness about the realities of our lives as told and 
shown by us. -Alex Haney, The Trans” Calendar Project 


transcalendarproject.com 


Web Series 


Brothers, the web series about a group of trans masculine friends, is the first and only 
narrative representation of trans men, by a trans man. It’s an important step in authentic 
visibility, while telling distinct and interesting stories. Ultimately, it shows trans men as 
People, as human beings who laugh, cry and love just like everyone else. For me, equality 
will come when transgender individuals are seen as no different than their cisgender 
counterparts, and Brothers is my contribution to that battle. Based on the response from 
within the community, it’s also a vital depiction for trans men looking to see themselves on 
‘screen. -Emmett Lundberg, Director 


brothersseries.com 
facebook.com/brothersseries 
@brothers_series 


THE SELFIEISSUE 17 


ma big fan of comic books and crime 
fiction novels. | usually post selfies 
online because I’m not only proud of 
myself, but, | like to share my joy with 
the world. 


~ Eli 
@ealperin 


OP is so excited to talk with Rhys Harper, the artist behind 
The Transcending Gender Project. We're honored to 
showcase some selects from his travels, and to hear what 
Rhys has to say about the work he does and why. 


BEST PART 

There are so many best parts of this 
project. The project and the process 

has given mé such a profoundly new 
perspective. | would say the true best part 
has been meeting so many wonderful 
people from all over the U.S. For the first 
time in my career, | truly feel like | have 
found my voice as an artist—and that is 
really exciting. | very much have a vision 
for how this project will grow and have far- 
reaching impact on the way mainstream 
society thinks about, talks about, and 
understands gender. It's so exciting, and 

| can see it moving forward closer to that 
goal every day. 
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‘CHALLENGES 

The most challenging part is definitely 
that it is a huge project and lam only one 
person with not a lot of time and money. 

| am so grateful that | was able to crowd 
fund my recent trip to photograph folks 
across the U.S., but | have also dumped a 
lot of my own time, money, and resources 
into the project as well. | had to take three 
weeks of unpaid time off from work to 
make the trip happen, and it was really 
draining. Right now, I'm trying to find the 
resources to do some traveling around 
the Eastern seaboard so i can make more 
Photographs. It’s a little exhausting, even 
though I love it and am so honored to be 
able to do this work. 


FUTURE DREAM 

To start a real conversation in mainstream 
society about gender, and to challenge 
people who maybe haven't had to think 
about or question their own thoughts 

and beliefs about gender to do so. | have 
been inspired by the NOH8 campaign 
because | think it has done a really good 
job of connecting the LGBT community 
with mainstream society, and has allowed 
a visual representation on a international 
{evel of LGBT folks and also allies. | 

want the Transcending Gender Project 

to becorne as far-reaching as Adam 
Bouska has made NOHB. But different 
photographs, and different mission. 


THE SELFIE 

People have been doing self portraits 
since cameras were invented. It's not 
anew concepi-it just has a modern, 
slang name now. As a photographer, 

I think self portraits are an important 

part of our history. 


THE DIFFERENCE 

There are also plenty of other 
Photographers whg have been 
photographing trans people. | am not the 
first, and what | am doing is not new. | do 


Photo Titles: 
(in order of appearance) 
Aiden 

Dominick 

Landon 

Ain 

Kaleb 

Jesse 

Chris 


think this project is different in that am very 
purposefully trying to create an audience 
well outside the trans community. | think 
it’s important for trans people to see 
themselves portrayed in an authentic way- 
but [ think it is also very important that 
mainstream society sees us in an authentic: 
way, | want these photographs in every 
mainstream media | can possibly get them 
in. | want people who have no idea about 
trans topics to see authentic and positive 
representations of trans people. Trans 
people already know we are awesome, and 
| don’t want to be preaching to the choir. 
lam very fortunate to have a background 

in design and marketing, so that has really 
helped me push my mission forward. | 
think I'm off to a good start 


CONNECT 

There is an application on the 

website. You can also email me at 
transcendinggenderproject@gmail.com. 

| will write back if possible, but know 

that I get a LOT of email, so it’s not always 
possible. That's always really hard—I 
wish I had time to connect with every 
single person. 


transcendinggender.org 


by Amos and R 
5 Dezar 


ith, this page, 
wing page 


What was your platform for Mr. Transman SF? 
Year of the Unibrow! Bringing faces together. 


Can you describe your personality in 3 words? 
AfroLatin. Epicurean. ArtFag. 


Why did you decide to compete in the contest? 

| wanted to showcase a non-normative trans" male 
experience because | often find navigating the “FtM” label 
awkward since | was socialized mostly gender neutral and 
assigned male at birth. It’s crucial to avoid erasure when 
discussing trans men even if a “bom in the wrong body” 
and cripplingly dysphoric narrative is more convenient 

l identify as: Man of Color, (mostly) Gay, Genderqueer, 
Femme AG, Reconstructionist Jew, Former Foster 

Youth, Ex Print-Runway-Fit-Model, Retired Jock, Artist, 
Ethical Prude, Sex Worker, Non Monogamous, Disabled, 
Mentally Ill, Survivor of Violence (Domestic and Police), 
Underemployed, Native San Franciscan. 


Do you think there is something inherently political 
about a “Miss America” style beauty pageant for 
trans men? 

Yes and no. I don’t really think there’s anything inherently 
political about celebrating maieness of any kind. 
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What was your favorite part of 
competing? 

Probably helping Brontez Purnell pee 

in a cup backstage or seeing Lynnee 
Breedlove play. Unlike most Queer 
Feminists my age | gravitated towards 
Punk/Queercore over Riot Grrrl, Don’t get 
me wrong | know many rad Riot Grrris 
but for me the predominant kinderwhore 
uniform didn’t seem very different than 
the toxic femininity mass media was 
already pushing on me as a fat non white 
teen so | idolized Lynnee [of Tribes], Poly 
Styrene [XRay Specs] and Penelope [The 
Avengers] instead. 


What was the most challenging part of 
being in the contest? 

Swimsuit! Despite my minimal chest 
dysphoria | sometimes have to work 
around self-hate and anorexic ideation 
(transgender people have inordinately high 
rates of active or past history with eating 
disorders). | normally do a great job but in 
the weeks leading up to the contest | found 
myself riddled with thoughts that made me 
reconsider my participation. 


Did you plan to do that amazing split on 
stage, or did that happen on a whim? 
Whim! | live with a connective tissue 
disorder called Ehlers-Danlos 
(Hypermobile Type), which means I'm very 
flexible. The upside being flexibility and 
unique sex—downside being despite rarely 
binding, I'm playing Jenga with my spine 
when I do. My specialist basically ordered 
me to have surgery even though | was on 
the fence about it. Luckily | live in CA so it 
will be covered by Medi-Cal. 


How do you spend your days? 

Due to my disabilities | work half shifts 
with the Gity and Gounty of SF doing in 
home respite care for developmentally 
disabled kids as weil as working with youth 
of color to equip them with life/job/social 
skills. | meddle in Queer Youth advocacy 


too by speaking to Social Workers, Grad 
‘Students, Foster Parents, and policy 
makers about the issues LGBTQI Foster/ 
Adoptive youth face. In ‘01 when | began 
doing this there were no protections for 
youth in the system but in “04 thanks to the 
work of myself, organizations like LYRIC, 
and many unpaid volunteers California 
created AB-458. 


Who are your biggest inspirations? 

As akid | had an amazing mentor named 
Carmen Piteo, they recognized | was 

too gay to function and took me under 
their wing. | can only assume they have 
transitioned because they’re off the grid. I 
actually once paid $3.99 for their address 
but lost it in a move. | hope they read this 
or someone they know does. 

But as for a list: Richard Bruce Nugent, 
James Baldwin, Bayard Rustin, Miss 
Major Griffin Gracy, Venus Xtravaganza, 
Keith Haring, Frida Kahlo, Divine, Walt 
Cassidy, Jiz Lee, Cheryl Dunye, Mickalene 
Thomas, Michelle Tea, Dr. Kortney Ziegler, 
CeGe McDonald, Janet Mock, The House 
of More, Freddie Mercury, Jeff Buckley, 
Phyllis Hyman, Lisa “Left Eye” Lopes, 

and Selena. 


If your life was a movie, what genre 
would it be? 

A one of a kind Pedro Almodovar + John 
Waters + Spike Lee movie. 


What are your major goals? 

Just to continue educating and surviving. 
l entered this world barely 4Ibs and 
detoxing from all the crack and heroin 
my birth parents did, so my goal is to 
help my adoptive family secure housing 
and financial stability as a thank you for 
everything they've given me. We're on 
the brink of potential displacement and 
gentrification is literally outside our door in 
the form of $250,000 condos and threats 
of a $2-3,000 rent increase. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 60 
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Intervi 
Photos 


y Amos and Rocco 


What was your platform 

Mr. Transman NYC? 

The “M" in “FTM” does not stand 
for misogyny. 


Why did you decide to compete in the 
Mr. Transman Contest? 

Two words: cash prize. | was saving up 
to have top surgery, and | was doing 
everything that | could to make that 
happen. | also thought | would have had 
gotten a tiara, though it wouldn't have 
been the first one that | had won. 


For those that were not there, what 
made you stand out was your thorough 
platform and honest vulnerability. Can 
you tell our readers more about your 
platform and how you decided on it? 
You mean it wasn't the outfits or the sweet 
dance moves that made me stand out? 
The phrase on which my platform was 
based was inspired by a piece by Janani 
Balasubramanian titled “Trans/national”. | 
felt that it perfectly summed up what | had 
been witnessing in several FTM groups 
on social media and on message boards. 
Identifying as a man does not mean that 
we need to reinforce gender stereotypes 
and take on hyper-masculine identities, 
including adopting misogynistic attitudes 
and behaviors. We need to acknowledge 
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the privilege we have when we are 
perceived as male, and-instead of using 
that privilege for personal benefit—use it 
as a means for change and take advantage 
of the opportunity to educate and 

challenge those around us that perpetuate 
misogynistic behavior. 


What was your favorite part 

of competing? 

Winning. Performing and being a giant 
doofus and hanging out with the other 
contestants was fun, but | got a lot of 
pleasure in winning with the platform 

| had and being flamboyant. 


What was the most challenging part 
of being a part of the contest? 

The most challenging part was the 
conflicting feelings | was having 

about participating in the contest 

and acknowledging that there is a 
population—trans women—who continue 
to be excluded from conversations and 
consideration in events that have a “trans” 
label. The second most challenging part 
was picking a wardrobe. 


Who is your style icon? 

My style varies. I’m inspired by 80s and 
90s pop fashion, Joseph Gordon-Levitt 
in garters and thigh-highs (Google it and 
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you're welcome), and lots of the fabulously 
beautiful people | see on menswear blogs 
and websites like DapperQ. It’s hard to 
narrow it down to one because 


Do you think it is important to have a 
space where trans men are on stage 
celebrating who they are and how good 
they look and feel? 

Yes, but | think that it is important that 
every person have a space where they can 
be in the spotlight and celebrate who they 
are and how good they look and feel. 


Can you share an experience 

that influenced the adult you've 
grown to be? 

ls difficult to isolate a single experience. 
I feel like | have been greatly molded by 
the care, compassion, pain, humil 
and resilience | have witnessed and 
experienced during the 15+ years of living 
with a chronic illness. You learn a lot about 
yourself and other people when you/they 
are at your/their lowest. 


What is something in the world that you 
would like to see evolve? 

The way that people view mental illness, 
the “justice” system, the American 
“democracy”, and online dating sites. 


What is something in the world that you 
would like to see completely disappear? 
Oh, let’s see, Rape culture, the patriarchy, 
the prison industrial complex and police 
militarization, and a whole lot of oppressive 
-isms just to name a few. 


Who is a person that has influenced the 
way you live your life? 
My mom. She’s pretty rad. 


Do you have any specific career, 
life, or family goals? 
I'm trying to figure out what my next 
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“career” move will be. | have been working 
with at-risk/homeless LGBTQ youth for 
the past year and a half. 'd really like 

to focus on helping LGBTQ, especially 
transgender and gender non-conforming, 
individuals access proper healthcare and 
obtain entitlements. | want a job that | 
hope I will eventually lose because policies 
and attitudes will change, and my role 

will no longer be necessary. As far as life 
and family goals go, | want to put more of 
‘an emphasis on the relationships in my 
life and treating myself and others better. 
Eventually, I'd like to be an embarrassingly 
cool dad. | think I’m starting to get the 
embarrassingly cool part down. I'd also 
maybe like to learn how to read music, 
learn theory, maybe know the names of the 
chords | play, and notate the music | write. 
If | want to really dream big, | might also 
get my driver's license. 


If your lite were a song, what would the 
title be and what genre would it be in? 
Who would perform it (besides you, 
which is the obvious #1 choice)? 

If | had to be limited to a single song, it 
would be titled “It's Complicated” and 
most likely be a very long song from a rock 
opera that incorporated several different 
styles. It would be performed by the love 
child of Audra McDonald and Andrew 
Rannells (featuring Pitbull). 


Where can readers find your music 
online if they’d like to hear it? 

Sadly, there isn’t any music posted online 
since l’ve got a complicated relationship 
with recording equipment, the sound of 
my voice, and perfection. However, folks 
can like my Facebook page facebook.com/ 
winterlaike, and I will sometimes mention 
when | am playing a show. I'll also post 
songs up there if they ever get recorded. 
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This summer | was 
finally able to get 
my gender legally 
acknowledged 

and it’s also the 

first time | felt 
comfortable enough 
to say “fuck it” and 
go swimming. -Max 
@subversivethreads 


OPEN 
STUDIOS 


KING TEXAS 
WYNNE NEILLY 
WILL BROWER 
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KING TEXAS 
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When did you first start making 
photographs? 

I started around 2012. That is when | 
began to create. 


Can you tell us in a couple sentences 
about the photographs you've shared 
with OP? 

The photographs | have shared with you 
is a rough draft a larger project | will be 

starting soon. 


What is the larger project? 

Beginning in December, | will be working 
on a self-portrait series documenting 
memories, shadows, and silhouettes 
through my physical transition. | wanted 
to find a way to document myself without 
allowing others to fetishize my body. When 
I think of transitioning, | don't only think of 
the physical aspect. | think it is a mental 
and spiritual process as well. 


You have such a strong, memorable 
aesthetic, it gives me chills. Do you 
have a specific goal in mind when 
you decide to make a photograph of 
another person? Does that differ with 
the goal of your self-portraits? 


I don't think it differs at all. | want to 
document the root of a human soul and 
that has always been the goal. However, 
| never aim to photograph a person’s 
“true self" because human beings are 
multi-layered. To photograph a moment 
with someone is simply a moment, but 
it doesn't entirely define that person. 

| believe it’s an important part of self- 
portraiture and portraiture. You get to 


unravel these layers and be a part of the 
history that is unfolding in front of your 
eyes. | think it’s easier to navigate when | 
photograph people as opposed to myself. 
| know my insecurities and even if I'm not 
aware at the time the shutter clicks, I have 
no other choice but to look at myself and 
figure it out. When it comes to portraits, 
there is a lot more space to create around 
that person in order for them to feel safe. 
Safety plays a major role and | don't think 
we speak about that often. 


Do you have any pre-photo shoot rituals 
you do to ready yourself? 

| always have butterflies in my stomach 
before shoots. I love it. It’s a great feeling. 

| light some sage or palo santo and listen 
to music to create a good head space 
about what | want to accomplish with 

each shoot, because it’s different with 
each person even if! am shooting for the 
‘same project. 


How many different series are you 
currently working on and do any of 
these subjects intersect? 

| am working on many series, but during 
different times. If | am working on one 
series, the next series will be inspired 

by that one. | think it’s interesting how 
projects share a dialogue with one another. 
That not only goes for the projects, but 
some of the people who are a part of them 
as well. 


Do you feel there is a difference 
between a selfie and a self-portrait? 
I don’t think we can speak about selfies 


—— ee SSS 
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without talking about the power of social 
media. | love selfies, although | don't 
personally take a lot of them myself. 

| think they are very empowering and 

the interesting thing about them is we 
have full control over them. I don’t view 
self-portraits in the same light. But, | do 
think social media warps reality a littie bit 
and that can be a pro and acon, | think 
by answering this question, it has made 
me realize that | am still figuring out the 
significance of a selfie and how it may or 
may not relate to a self-portrait outside the 
context of a traditional art form. 


Why is it important for trans people to 
share their images through self-portrait 
photography and instagram selfies? 
Trans/GNG folks sharing their stories and 
images through different mediums of art is 
incredibly important. As I've stated before, 
there is power within visibility and | think 
it’s important for us to see each other. You 
are here, and so am I. You are beautiful, 
and so am |. Why not show the world when 
we have the opportunity to? 

Personally for me, it can be much more 
complicated than that. Before, | stated 
‘that within my self-portraits | was very 
conscious on how to photograph my own 
‘soul without allowing others to fetishize 
my body. It’s hard to re-direct that gaze in 
a society who is now “entering” or slightly 
engaging with the idea that gender is 
non-limiting. In a society that pretty much 
condones the imprisonment and murder of 
black cis/trans/GNC bodies... as much as 
the feeling of wanting to hide completely or 


be completely visible wages a war within 
my heart... I think itis important for us to 
be in sight. 

The power of photography within the age 
of society will allow us to live forever even 
after we are gone, and the future needs to 
be aware that there are so many beautiful 
trans/GNC folks doing amazing work. 


Is there anyone who - or anything that- 
inspires your photographic aesthetic? 
The answer to that question changes every 
day, because | am surrounded by a lot of 
amazing creative people. However, at this 
point in my career, | would have to say 
that Toyin Odutola has definitely inspired 
the way | look at portraiture within the last 
year. Not only do I love her work but | love 
her mind as well. | admire how she takes 
the world on a step-by-step journey of 

her process, which is intricate and pure. 
Her work has showed me how a portrait 
can offer several viewpoints, solutions, 
and multiple degrees of complexity. She 
is a draftswoman and her work gives me 
butterflies. 


What do you strive towards for your 
future as an artist? 

Peace, stability, moments, patience, 
understanding, and happiness. 


Photo Titles 
Accountability 2014 

Gam 2014 

Untitled 2014 (Back Cover) 


kingtexas.net 


= _——_ SEE 
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WYNNE NEILLY 


Where did you grow up? 
| grew up in Oakville, a suburb just outside 
of Toronto. 


Where is “home” for you today? 
Toronto. | feel like no matter where | end 
up Toronto will always be “home” for me. 


Do you feel there is a difference be- 
tween a selfie and a self-portrait? 

I do believe there is a difference, especially 
being a visual artist. A self-portrait for me 
has artistic intention and it’s aesthetic is 
planned and has a concept that func- 
tions within a body of work. A selfie is 
something | take with my phone when | am 
feeling good about the way | look that day, 
an expression of self love | suppose. There 
can definitely be cross over between the 
two for me but that is how | would catego- 
rize them. 


Who inspires your artistic practice 
and aesthetic? 

lam going to give a smaiilist of who | 
am feeling influenced by currently: Leslie 
Feinberg, Catherine Opie, the queer/trans. 
community that surrounds me, Dadaism, 
Richard Avedon. 


How have other self-portraits or selfies. 
of trans or gender non-conforming peo- 
ple effected the way you've felt about 
yourself, your life and possibilities? 
Seeing other trans or gender non-con- 
forming people taking selfies or self- 
portraits gives me motivation to continue 
producing my work. It makes me feel like 
we are all adding to the positive represen- 
tation and understanding of trans identities 
and trans or non-conforming bodies. 


What has Female to “Male” taught you 
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100 ma 


AUGUST 36" - ard SHOT 


about your artistic process? 

This project has taught me a lot of things 
about my artistic process but | would 

say the most important lesson is that | 
have more confidence and patience than 

| thought I had. | have been very public 
about my identity through this project, and 
even though that can be scary at times, it 
also becomes very rewarding when | get 
Positive feedback. This project currently 
has no end date so | must be patient with it 
and let it unfoid naturally. 


What do you want other trans people to 
know about Female to “Male”? 

| want other trans people to know that 
Female to “Male” is a self-portrait Project 
documenting my transition mainly ‘through 
weekly photographs. | have insisted 

‘on the use of quotation marks around 

the word “male” because my identity 


is something fluid that cannot be easily 
defined by use of a single word. My intent 
is to speak about my own experience, not 
trans* people in general and my goal is to 
contribute to trans* representation in the 
media and in the art world. 


Photo Titles: 


August 30th 2013 - 3rd shot, 
Fuji Instax Film, 2013 


October 18th 2073 - 10th shot, 
Fuji instax Film, 2013 


January 24th 2014 - 24th shot, 
Fuji instax Film, 2014 


August 8th 2014 - 52nd shot, 
Fuji Instax Film, 2014 


October 10th 2014 - 64st shot, 
Fuji Instax Film, 2014 


wynneneilly.com 


TTP, ————————— 
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OCTCBER 13*™™ 2013 ~ lo SHOT 


joo ma 


Lh | 
JAWUARN 2H ZOI4- D4tm SHoT 


AveustT #* 2014 - 52”? SHOT 


OCToBER BIT ZOI4 - OY SHoT 
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How long have you been a 
Photographer? 

I started making photos when | was fifteen 
—4 years ago. 


What did you use to take these beautiful 
Portraits of yourself? 

!used a point and shoot film camera with 
TMAX black and white film. 


Is there a difference between a selfie 
and a self-portrait? 

Tusually call all the photos I make of 
myself selfies. | like the idea of thinking of 
them as equivalent to self portraits. Both 
involve a moment of introspection or self- 
actualization, 


What - or who - has been a large 
inspiration for you in the creation of 
your work? 

People who have inspired me most 
(visually) are Catherine Opie, Cindy 
Sherman, Carrie Mae Weems, Rineke 
Dijkstra, Phillp Lorca Dicorcia, Nikki S. 
Lee, Bjork, and David Lynch. Besides other 
artists I've been inspired by moving to 
NYC, taking hormones, and the friends I've 
made, 


Why is it important for trans and gender 
non-conforming people to create their 
own representation? 

itis important for trans people to create 
their own representation because we all 
have extremely specific ideas of who we 
are inside that are normally in a transitory 
Process of becoming realized. Trans 
People have a very deep understanding 
of how it feels to know who we are very 
instinctually, but to navigate the world 
‘without necessarily having that self- 
image acknowledged. Creating our own 
representations, in this case through art, 
becomes a process of reclamation of our 
bodies and the way they are perceived, 


Can you remember the first time you 
Saw a photograph that made you feel 
less alone? 

! loved seeing Zackary Drucker's images 
of Flawless Sabrina for the first time. They 
made me feel excited to become an ald 
lady! Something I had never imagined for 
myself before. 


Photo Titles: 
Me by Me 1 
Me by Me 2 


willbrower.4ormat.com 
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Mosaic artwork comprised of surgery phatos and selfies found online by T Cooper 
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UNSELFIES 


By T Cooper 


I realize this is not going to be the most 
popular thing I've ever suggested, but 
here goes: | don't think taking selfies is the 
healthiest impulse. 


Outside of your great-grandmother and 
Jesus, who doesn’t pop selfies? Celebri- 
ties and news anchors take selfies. Pulitzer 
Prize-winning authors take selfies. The 
pope and President Obama take selfies. 
Justin Bieber and Kim Kardashian, it’s 
been said, will actually expire if they don’t 
snap and post at least one selfie per hour, 
including during sex and sleep. And while 
photographer Robert Cornelius is credited 
with taking that first beautifully-clouded 
daguerreotype of himself in 1839, we 
probably have transitioning transsexuals to 
thank for really perfecting and refining the 
art of self-portraiture. 


If you're a transman of a certain age, and 
you had nowhere besides tiny corners of 
the internet to scour for information about 
surgery, hormones and tangible proof that 
somebody could actually transition and 
live to tell about it, you might recall pouring 
over dozens and dozens of photographs 
‘on now-defunct, obsolete resources 

like Transster.com and the FTMsurgery- 
info Yahoo group. Pages organized by 
surgeons’ names, regions and countries, 
all with photographic evidence of before, 


immediately after (bloody drains!), and 
then every week post-surgery, sometimes 
for years on end. The thing about these 
photos was—they are burned on my brain, 
J looked at them so many times—all the 
heads were cropped off. Tattoos Pho- 
toshopped out. Identifying household 
artwork, furniture, pets, and adornment 
excised. E-mails encrypted. Anonymity 
wholly preserved. 


Then Myspace happened, and that was 
really the first time you could see guys— 
and girls, but I’m just talking about dudes. 
right now because | have personai knowl- 
edge of the FTM realm—posting literally 
hundreds of fully-identifiable photographs 
of themselves online publicly for all to see 
(friends, strangers, and foes alike). Sure, 
the chasers flocked, and your cousin 

in Tulsa and high schoo! sweetheart in 
Bangor got to see what a specimen you'd 
become, but so did the self-appointed 
selfie-police, many of whom voiced con- 
cern that transmen showing their scars so 
publicly would make it more difficult for 
those wishing to live stealthily to do 

So (because the more photos of chest 
scars out there, the more folks will know 
about them and not be fooled by the “I had 
lung surgery” alibi so many of us—okay 
J—tried to float). 
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Boy, did those types of concerns fly out 
the window with the emergence of Face- 
book, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube 
{and a lot of other places that ! can’t list 
because !’m old and don’t even know what 
Vine and Snapchat are). Not to mention 
the proliferation of smartphones with 
state-of-the-art, front-facing cameras. 
And now even the paparazzi, which has 
brought us photos of shirtless, world- 
renowned transman Chaz Bono unloading 
groceries from his fancy BMW in the drive- 
way of his West Hollywood home in the 
tabloids (with telephoto detail of double- 
incision scars, even). 


It was somewhere amidst tine migration 
from Myspace to Facebook, however, that 
I started feeling overwhelmingly sad about 
the hoards of very much not anonymous 
selfies fellow transmen, many of them 
friends and acquaintances, were post- 

ing to their accounts, seemingly in higher 
numbers than any cis friends | noticed did. 
Look, | understand completely the power 
of self-styled self-determination. I've taken 
some Selfies; !'ll probably take a few more. 
And | am so grateful for all of those brave 
souls who (literally) bared all so that others 
might fee! slightly less alone and afraid 
when turning over our fates (and fortunes) 
to a medical doctor simply because we 
heard somewhere s/he could perform 
something we needed and/or wanted. And 
better to capture (objectify?) our bodies 
and our selves ourselves, instead of leav- 
ing others to do it for us. | mean, that’s the 
point and power of the very magazine you 
now hold in your hands, right? 


I get all that, | do. What a wonder to pho- 
tograph yourself and actually see who and 
what you want to see staring back at you? 
Stubble, sideburns, narrow hips, broad 
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shoulders, muscles, a flat chest from the 
side. And why not share that with every- 
body you know (not to mention everybody 
you don't)? But perhaps the more relevant 
question is Why? 


Why do we take so many goddam selfies 
and post them? Is it simple vanity? Narcis- 
sism? Loneliness? The need for approval? 
Because we can? Because everybody 
else does? 


| don't know the answer, though some re- 
cent research (out of the U.K.) has shown 
definitively that most people don’t like 
folks who constantly take and share pho- 
tos of themselves. The practice of trying to 
connect through posting selfies on social 
media actually leads to less intimacy, not 
more, and thus negatively, demonstrably, 
impacts human relationships. 


This is something I've sensed, but haven't 
quite had the language for, or really any- 
thing to explain that ennui and distance | 
feel after seeing hundreds of selfies from 
the same people online, year after year. 
Having two teen daughters tip-toeing into 
the social media world (though my wife 
and | have greatly limited their access 

to itl, really underlined that discomfort, 
almost put it into relief for me. Unless 
you've stumbled upen fifty photos of 

your thirteen-year-old styling and posing 
herself in a way that completely unknow- 
ingly mimics porn culture (simply because 
it's something she’s seen both peers and 
strangers, especially of the female persua- 
sion, doing in their 

photos), you might not understand why 
it’s difficult not to feel serious concern 
about selfies. 


Selfies have become ubiquitous, as 
common as weeds. The problem is, like 


weeds, the invasion of selfies tends to 
block out healthier, more colorful growth 
(like, say, actual face-to-face, human-to- 
human contact). Especially in kids. Unless 
you're Woody Allen or Freud, the constant 
scrutiny of oneself never ends well. (And 
even with those dudes it's debatable.) Pair 
that lens-gazing with the compulsion to 
share the images and curry public favor, 
and you've got an unrivaled recipe for 
sustained emptiness. 


Being a teenager is never a picnic. But 
being a teenager on blast, with no private 
‘space and a constant stream of criticism 
coming at you from the electronic ether, 
can start to feel something like impossible. 
(Not to mention lethal, in light of some 
mind-bogglingly tragic cases of teens 
committing suicide as a result of unrelent- 
ing online harassment.) 


Most of the time, the selfie isn't even a 
selfie, but rather a reflection of all the 
things other people are (or, are cultivating 
their image to suggest they are), that we 


believe we are supposed ta be, too. Hence 


the prevalence of certain “looks,” like 

the duckface or the Miley, that become 
facial and body fashions. (None of these 
expressions, it should be noted, commu- 
nicate much beyond availability.) In truth, 
the selfie is, by nature, exclusively about 
the other, a note in a bottle pleading that 
someone. anyone, love me. Which, | think 
we can all agree, isn’t the best feeling in 
the world, and maybe something we could 
do a little less of. 


Enter UNSelfies. 


As part of We Are Changers, an empathy 
project for young adults that my wife and 

| founded around the publication of our 
Young Adult novel series, we want to ignite 


an UNSELFIES revolution. The mission 
is simple: turn the camera around and 
focus not on how you look, but how you 
feel. Instead of capturing your physical self 
in.a photo, try to capture your emotional 
self. Or document what somebody else 
is feeling or experiencing in a photo. We 
are building a living, evolving gallery of 
Unselfies*, hundreds, ideally thousands 
of non-self-involved little moments that 
moved people for whatever reason. 


Anyway, this is all just to lodge one vote for 
the art of looking outward through the lens. 
Literally, to shine a light on others so that 
we can understand experiences and situa- 
tions, lives and worlds not our own, so that 
we can better understand that which is 

not ourselves—especially of value, | think, 
for those of us who spent a considerable 
amount of time self-scrutinizing, and not 
always loving everything we saw. 


T Cooper is the author of the recent 
nonfiction book Real Man Adventures 
(McSweeney’s), a multi-genre meditation 
on the subject of (trans)masculinity. He is 
also co-author with his wife of Changers, a 
four-part Young Adult novel series about 
teenagers who live as four different people 
during each year of high school (different 
sexes, races, abilities, etc.). Changers 
Book One: Drew was released in 2014; 
Changers Book Two: Oryon will be pub- 
lished in April 2015. For more information: 
t-cooper.com 


* Wearechangers.org/unselfies, where the 


most awesome Unselfie wins a book every 
month. Tag your photos #Unselfies and 
find us on Instagram @wearechangers. 
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This is me doing the crust for a lemon 
cream pie. Before | came out as trans | 
would hide my baking and cooking because 
it always felt too girly and like | wasn’t a 
real boy, but now things are different and 

| bake almost everyday! | even run a blog 
about baking too. 


~Seth 
@flathrim_kitchen 


CONTINUED FROM PA\ 


When thinking about your life growing 
up in San Francisco, what is an 
experience or moment you're 

grateful for? 

I'm grateful to have been raised by women 
(cis and trans) and gay/bi men of color! 
Single Moms, Healers, (ches, Ferninists, 
Punks, Hippies, Academics, Artists/ 
Performers, Drag Queens, Celebrities, and 
Socialites all shaped me. My Mom worked 
with AIDS patients after losing dozens of 
friends in the 80s so | was handing out 
condoms and hugs for AIDS Walk SF at 4. 

I feel like that has impacted my life in that 

l actually remember the AIDS epidemic 
despite being a child. As a result of this my 
sexual politics anu practices are often more 
exhaustive than my peers. 


Saving Our Lives 


Preventing Suicide 
in Trans* Communities 
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What is something in the world that you 
would like to see completely disappear? 
I'd like to decolonize the ways we code 
feminine and masculine. I'm by no means a 
gender binary abolitionist but | think society 
can expound upon the existing binary 
because a lot of what we call the queer aes- 
thetic relies on glorified white masculinity. 


How do you work to create change 

in the world? 

Growing up a lower middle class in the 
Western Addition and now living as a low 
income adult I’ve always tried to share 
what | know about navigating a world 
that constantly says, “You don’t belong.” 
P've somehow managed to fund my entire 
transition living on less than $1200 a month 
(no easy task in SF) and | believe I can 
help others by providing resources my 
knowledge and support. 


Anyone ean feel suicidal and the 
feeling doesn't last forever. 


Ask the tough questions, 
take the time to listen, 
and make a difference in 
your community! 


GET THE RIGHT TOOLS 
FOR THE JOB 


The Tool Shed has binders, packing gear, 
STP devices, harnesses, realistic dildos, 
pumps, books, DVDs & other 

good stuff for trans guys. 


Fast, discreet delivery. 


THE TOOL SHED 
An Erotic Boutique 
Milwaukee, WI 


www.toolshedtoys.com 


Quality products » Knowledgeable staff + Trans & partner friendly 


